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FACES AT THE FAIR
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STAGEY DILL,
owner of Back 40
Farm in New
Sharon, spins
wool at the
Topsham Fair on
Thursday. TEXT
AND PHOTO BY
JOHN
SWINCONECK/
THE TIMES
RECORD

THE 160TH annual Topsham

Fair runs daily through Sunday. For a schedule

of events,

visit

www.topshamfair.net.
STAGEY DILL never thought in a million years that she would have a farm. And the owner of Back 40
Farm of New Sharon certainly never thought she'd be raising rabbits.
Dill, along with her mother, Brenda Simoneau of Justa Alpaca Farm in Farmington, Where's the story?
was on hand with some soft and fluffy wares — and animals — Thursday at the
Topsham Fair.
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"I have 11 Finn sheep, four Angora goats and 21 Angora rabbit," said Dill.
When ready, sheep and goats get sheered, while the rabbit's fiber are plucked by
hand or sheered, depending on the bunny's preference, said Dill.
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The Angora rabbits Dill had on display are soft — incredibly so, with wool that makes the animal look
like a hopping miniature sheep.
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The fiber from the rabbits and mohair from the goats have no elasticity, said Dili, so wool from the

Finn sheep is often blended to create a finished product.
"I like the blending, I like the different fibers. I use a lot of her alpaca," Dill said, nodding to her
mother.
"When I first got into it, I just wanted to learn to spin my own yarn," said Simoneau, who still holds
down a 40-hour a week job in the IT field. "I ended up with an alpaca for Mothers Day 2 0 1 1 , and now I
have 27 of them."
Simoneau and Dill said they pride themselves on using Maine mills to process the fibers they don't
have time to do themselves.
"There's no lanolin in this fiber, so it's very different from sheep's wool," said Simoneau, she said,
referring to the fatty substance often extracted from sheep's wool.
"I hand-dye a lot. I handspin. I can take that product right from the back of the alpaca to a finished
product, whether it be a shawl or a hat, scarf, mittens, whatever you prefer," Simoneau said.
Simoneau described alpaca fiber as "very very soft."
"They're a very gentle creature," Simoneau said. "They're a creature of habit. They go to the same
food dish, they like the same person to handle them. They're very timid, although we have some with
attitudes."
Often the alpaca's curiosity tends to overcome their timidity, Simoneau said. "They like to see if they
can get into a little bit of trouble."
Simoneau said she enjoys displaying and demonstrating the product at the Topsham Fair. "And the
kids — they're so curious with how it gets from a raw state to that hat on the table."
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