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I n Californiab
pioneer of progress, Calpaca
was the firstd and is the
oldestd regional alpaca
association in the Northern
Hemisphere. Calpaca and
past and current members
have been leaders in the
American alpaca industry
since 1989.

Its member farms are home
to some of the oldest and
most respected bloodlines in
North America.
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President 6s Message

Greetings Calpaca Membership,

The summer certainly is sizzling past us this year. Just when you thought you had a break from
shows, spin offs and fleeceéitbds time for yo

This Connection is dedicated to all things FIBER!
We have shorn our alpacas and reaped our har

testing for EPDOGs, we are sending it out to
AFCNA pick ups. We are getting our thirds ready for rugs or we are selling our blankets whole
sale. Then, just when you thought you coul d
Of fo registration is now open!

If you have never entered a Spin Off, now is the time to do it. Another way of showcasing your
breeding program. Less than 4oz. of prime fleece is all you need. Skirt it just like you would enter

a fleece show; add a picture or your al paca
very inexpensive way to show your alpaca. N o
fleece to enter into Afull fleecedo classes i

back a score card on your alpaca and a nicely spun piece of yarn.

Also, what about those fleece shows? Hopefully you have saved your very best fleeces to enter
into a Fleece Show. Another inexpensive way
|l odgingé. .just postage and an entry fee. Ano

Now when someone wants to purchase your alpaca or buy a breeding to your outstanding male
youdbve got | otds to show them. Your histogra
Off you entered along with the beautiful spun yarn. And that Championship award in that fleece
show you entered. All without taking your alpaca away from your ranch. Just think of the

Laurie Findlay
Calpaca President

Calpaca Membership Meeting, August 10, 2013, 10:00 am
Ranch of the Oaks , 3269 Crucero Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436
805-740-9808 805-714-2068 ranch@ranchoftheoaks.com

Come join us at our Quarterly Calpaca Meeting hosted by "Ranch of the Oaks" in beautiful Lompoc,
CA. The business meeting starts at 10: 00am an

After lunch:

Maureen Macedo, from Macedo Mini Acres will do a dyeing demo. Daphne Capaldi from Alpacas at
Capaldi Ranch will talk about weaving rug yarn on a peg loom. Hosts Tom and Mette Goehring will

Come one, Come all!!! Bring lawn chairs for seating.
Lots of great hotels nearby and Wine Tasting!
Plus Tom and Mette have room for camping just no hook ups. (Please contact Tom and Mette if
your going to be a camper)

Please RSVP 805-740-9808 805-714-2068 ranch@ranchoftheoaks.com
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Calpaca Membership Update

Welcome New 2013 Members
Calpaca extends a big WELCOME to the following new members in 2013:
Steve and Casey Aitchinson, Epic Alpacas , Catheys Valley, CA
Julie May Campbell, Fleece Station , Riverside, CA
Donald Crowder, Modesto, CA
Brian and Susan Ellison, Round Mountain Alpacas , Sanger, CA
Terry Lightner and Peggy Miller, Nitaoak Alpacas , Ceres, CA
Stephen and Donna Lynton, Purple Sage Ranch Alpacas , Inyokern, CA
David and Susan Northington, Northington Ranch , Galt, CA
Shalon and Lester Smith, Belvoir Mine Alpacas , Newcastle, CA
Sheryl Evans, Living Waters Ranch , Sheridan, CA
Dena Ingalls, Heirloom Design , Sacramento, CA
Kemberling, Patricia, Déja vu Alpacas , Penn Valley, CA
Relyea, Fred and Michelle, Lincoln, CA
Please add to the directory.  This contact information missed the printed Membership Directory:
Sheryl Evans, Living Waters Ranch , Sheridan, CA 95681
PO Box 54, Sheridan, CA 95681 530-320-0206, lwralpacas@gmail.com
Joe and Susan Attili, La Dolce Vita Alpacas , Ramona, CA
PO Box 2036, Ramona, CA 92065 760-788-1959, susan@lvdalpacas.com
Naomi E. Flam, Astral -Light Alpacas LLC , Fresno, CA
PO Box 113, Fresno, CA 93704-2203 559-269-7685, naomiflam@gmail.com
Bennett/Cunningham, Serenity Valley Alpacas , Seaside, CA
2026 Waring St., Seaside, CA 93955 831-394-3740 svalpacas@gmail.com
Dorrance, Bill and Jeanne, Adore Alpacas , Hollister, CA
535 Shore Rd, Hollister, CA 95023 831-363-6600 adorealpacas@razzolink.com
Ingalls, Dena Heirloom Design , Sacramento, CA

8155 Derby Park Court, Sacramento, CA 95828 916-207-8155
dena@heirloomweaving.com

Relyea, Fred and Michelle,
2191 Auburn Rd, Lincoln, CA 95648 916-409-0477 qtshelberg@yahoo.com

Are you looking for the Membership and
Calpaca Board Meeting Minutes?

They are posted on the Calpaca Openherd Site.

http://www.calpaca.org/page/2758/meeting _-minutes



http://www.calpaca.org/page/2758/meeting-minutes
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Featured Host Ranch February 2013

Arapaho Rose Alpacas

Alpacas Fashioned for a Fine Future

Karen KellyA10702 Arapaho-278¢ ,
3364

Arapaho Rose Alpacas is conveniently located just minutes off
Californiads I nterstate 5 1in
in the beautiful Shasta/Cascade region of far northern California,
and is surrounded on three sides by millions of acres of federal
and state lands including the California Cascades, spectacular
Mt. Shasta, and the pristine Trinity Alps.

Established in 2001, Arapaho Rose Alpacas has developed an Karen S. Kelly
outstanding herd of award winning alpacas by combining 10702 Arapaho Drive + Redding CA 96003
excellent herdsires and great genetics. Our goal is to I G
continuously improve the next generation. We breed for strong www.ArapahoRose.com

healthy alpacas with great confirmation and superior award
winning fiber.

Who knows better than you what you need to start or

& improve your herd? Arapaho Rose Alpacas is there to

= help you with outstanding foundation stock or breedings
@ to our award winning males to help you realize your
goal.

Arapaho Rose Alpacas provides sales, service,
breeding, shearing, alpaca products, yarn and fiber. We
enjoy showing our alpacas in the show ring and on our
‘;‘i ranch. We'd love to show them to you. Wander through
. out boutique to find one of a kind alpaca products.

CALL NOW to schedule a time for alpacas to meet YOU. Visit our ranch and personally explore
the incredible world of alpacas.

Outstanding genetics at reasonable prices.

9 6

Upcoming Calpaca Events

ting o Tom and Mette Goehringd Ranch of the Oaks
Gathering Alpaca Show 0 Grass Valley Fairgrounds
eeting o Nancy and Dave Helwigd 925 Sterling Alpacas

melid Symposium & UCDavis
eting O Kim and Mike Biscegliad McCarty Creek Ranch
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Greetings from the Far East!

OK, I miss the west coast already! Six weeks, 30,000 miles and god knows what else i all the
animals, furniture and | are finally here! We are still missing a trailer with barn stuff, due to
arrive any day now.

Thank you so much Lisa Theis, Cindy Fulbright and Leslie Peterson for riding with me! Could
not have done all these trips by myself! And thank you Jennifer Powers and Tom Kearney for
renting me the fAimega trailer!o Woul d stil

| can tell everyone on the west coast that you have it so much easier with herd health. The
bugs (for the alpacas and me!) are out of control! We are battling mites, horrible flies and
infected fescue. There has been nothing but rain since | arrived and that is making herd health
really difficult. Also, the barn in not fenced with the pastures so moving animals around is not
that easy at the moment. That will change once the missing trailer arrives!

I miss my house, barn and mostly my friends. My phone bill will be ridiculous this month. |
have my first CABO meeting this weekend and | am looking forward to meeting the Carolina
breeders.

I know you are having a heat wave right now but be thankful that there is not 80% humidity with
the heat and that you fans and hoses can cool down your alpacas. My alpacas have been wet
for weeks and we need more electrical out here for fans.

Miss you all, K
Kay Rodriguez, Lazy K Ranch

FOR SALE - Y% Share - $4,000

Derwydd Peruvian Inti-Sapa

~spring in all colors, including gray, and several champions! Inti-Sapa’s
true black dam has contributed to many colorful additions to our ranch and some of
the males have started their breeding career. Inti-Sapa could do the same for you!

_" We havef the good fortune to own Inti-Sapa — our pastures are filled with

| ‘are Denise Moles in Los Gatos, CA and Richard and Lisa Cruanas in
fiver, Washington.

call if you are interested in adding Inti-Sapa to your gene pool:
541-821-8071, or email richard@alpacasontheweb.com.

Richard and Renate Gyuro
Eagle Point, Oregon

‘ALPACAS

AT LONE RANCH




Featured Host Ranch May 2013

Colusa Riverside Alpacas
Breeding for Industry Excellence!

David & Sheila Scroggins A6 909 Codorni z R
95932 -448-402% 30
www. col usariversideal pa

Dave Scroggins is a past Board Director of California Alpaca
Breeders Association. Sheila has a special interest in
researching and publishing information on health and illness in
the alpaca. Sheila is a contributing author for the Camelid
Quarterly and Alpaca Magazine.

Colusa Riverside Alpaca Ranch is proud to offer alpacas with some of the most outstanding
alpaca Expected Progeny Differences (EPD) for fiber fineness (AFD) in the nation. Our
herdsires are ranked in the top 1% of the ARI-EPDs for AFD. Our herdsires will improve fiber
fineness in their offspring more than 99% of all alpacas tested by ARI. We have been
working hard over the past four years to selectively breed and purchase alpacas to achieve
the notable alpaca EPDs we can now offer our customers.

MISSION STATEMENT:
Breeding Alpacas for Industry Excellence

Colusa Riverside Alpacas continues to build a herd with unmatched personal and industry
breed standards. We are committed to breeding practices to develop alpacas with superior
histograms, Expected Progeny Differences, and fiber fineness longevity. Colusa Riverside
Alpacas continues to contribute to the body of knowledge of the alpaca for the benefit of all
owners and the industry.

Dave & Sheila Scroggins
Owner & Breeder

6909 Codorniz Road, Colusa, California 95932

530-458-4022 dnsranch@citlink.net  §30-218-6268
www.colusariversidealpacas.com




| ncrease your I ncomeé EdU

By Terri Swanson, 925 Sterling Alpacas

Nancy Helwig, owner of 925 Sterling Alpacas, and |
feel strongly that fiber education plays an important
role in our quest to excite people about alpacas. And,
in that pursuit, we found that educating about alpaca
fiber can be a way to make a bit of income as well.

One way to do this is to contact your local knitting, ; : ST Y Mt A
weaving, spinning and any other fiber related guild. =i e of Stnclp ARRERR. S S RIG VlaeyRihs & Dang

i . ) . Thires CA kacations b serve you Plymaouth, Amadar Coungy, CA
Believe it or not, most guilds will PAY you to be a a2%urls.com hetwigarinery.com

guest speaker. Not only that, but usually they will
encourage you to bring product along to sel/l

comfortable with the guildés particular inte
intimidated because you believe most guild members are very experienced in fiber related topics; |
say to youé no worries. Your best bet is to

alpacas, alpaca personalities, breeding behaviors, shearing techniques, and anything that is
husbandry related. | have found that fiber guild members are very interested in the daily life of the
alpaca, and because it is memorable, it brings to life alpaca fiber as well. Be prepared, however,
to be able to talk about some basic
alpaca fiber characteristics as inevitably
there will be some fiber related
guestions. Plan on your presentation
taking about an hour or so and bring
examples of alpaca products and, of
course, pictures of your animals.

Doné6t forget to bri
interest to the particular guild you are
presenting ... such as, raw fiber, rovings
and batts for spinning guilds (they make
their own yarn) and bring yarn to knitting
and weaving guilds etc. Also, bring a
few popular alpaca products such as
stuffed animals or socks. The picture is
an example of my travelling store. This
Astoredo can be easi

presentation room or |l eft in the car to acco
spoke to was prohibited to buy or sell in the library where they meet. The library did, however,
permit them to buy product in the | ibraryods

waiting for a huge group of fiber-buying spinners who purchased many of our rovings, batts and
raw fleece in the parking lot.

So, get out there and educate!
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The Exact Ceanter o Calfornia

75" BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Kenny is turning 75 this year!
We are celebrating his 75 " year by selling
75 of the 150 alpacas at the KT -Lee

That will give us a herd of, yep, you guessed it, 75!

This is not a fire sale
We are not going out of business

Alpacas will not be selling for575wel, maybe)

There are 5 farms/breeding programs represented 8 many buyer incentives

Quiality alpacas, not so quality alpacas
full accoyos, full Peruvians, mixes

all colors, greys, blacks

Kenny is not as helpful as he used to be 9 and he is not getting any younger

www.KTLeeRanchAlpacas.com 559-760-3969 kt-leeranch@netptc.net
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Alpacas and Fiber and Sales, OH MY!
By Lisa Theis, KT -Lee Ranch Alpacas

Who would have thought 15 years ago that alpacas and fiber did
not go together, at least not here in the U.S.A. That was the
unfortunate lesson | learned when | first entered into the
wonderful world of alpacas. | thought | had done my homework. | £
thought alpacas were raised f
shearing provided a bountiful harvest. | thought there would be
more accessibility to product development. | thought | had
better rethink my thoughts! | was surprised at what | felt was a |-
misrepresentation and lack of options for our fiber industry.

| was determined to make my fleece work for me regardless of
what others were doing. | quickly learned that it was entirely up to me and that | needed to become

resourceful and think out of the box. I have neve
is AWATCH MEO al beit not always a good thing. So,
females and 4 males and their fl eeces. Woo Hoo, |
can have someone else do it) | sent my raw fleece off to a fiber mill to have something done with it. When |

was asked what | wanted, sportweight, | aceweight,
skein? | left it up to the good people at the mill to do their magic and send me what they thought would be

best for me. When | received the yarn | was so exX

with other pertinent information that I did not necessarily understand. O.K. time for some more education. |
needed to tour a fiber mill and get a handle on the processing and vocabulary. | needed to figure out if | had
enough yarn to make product. | needed to understand my options.

If there was one thing | did know, it was that | was going to get the public wearing alpaca. | was going to
create a demand for end product. | was going to be successful with my fiber come hell or high water. Then
realitysetinil needed to subsidize my current fleece si
worth of fleece. In the meantime, my herd was growing and | was having some product made. | was also
purchasing product from suppliers. | was selling product out of my house. Then the garage. | was giving away
product as birthday gifts, Christmas gifts, thank you gifts, no reason at all, gifts. | was getting people addicted
to alpaca products. Next thing | knew, | had a farm store loaded with product made from all the previous
yearso6 stockpile, plus product from the vendors |
growing and | was able to count on having enough fiber to sustain my farm store needs. | had repeat
customers by the time the official store opened.

Now the challenge; having enough figoowhattddbwiththe . W
variation of fleece is the key. It is crucial to understand your fleece! It is much easier to be unbiased and
honest about your fleece when you know that all the fleece is useable. Throwing fleece away makes my hair
stand on end! | keep everything. While | am proud of most my herd, | also know that | have plenty of walking
rugsé. and dog bedsé..and compost ééandéseée.

Like most of the folks | know in the alpaca industry, we are not financially wealthy people, we are looking to

add to our income in the long run. Sure the breedi

alpacas were prosperous, | sold 6 figures for a while, but | had over 6 figures invested! For those of us who
invested in alpacas before the 2008 adjustment, and had not recovered their initial investment by 2008, then
the breeding industry aspect of alpacas was a heavy hit financially. However, for me, the store has been the

1 constant. I't has fAsaved meo on sever al occasion
alpaca income.

Now that the alpaca prices have adjusted to more realistic figures, it is easier now, more than ever, for new
people in the industry to make a profit on their fleeces. You see, while the prices of the alpacas have dropped
considerably, the value of the alpaca fleece has not.

Alpaca production in this country is still in its infancy with many changes ahead. Those people who are willing
to move forward with it wildl benefit in the | ong
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From The Showring

Are You Looking For A Way To Showcase Your Breeding Program At Shows?

Check out the re -designed Bred and Owned Classes

In 2013, the AOBA Show System restructured the Bred and Owned halter class with the goal of
giving breeding programs of all sizes the opportunity to showcase breeding decisions that they
have made to produce exceptional offspring. The new Bred and Owned classes are now stand-
alone full fleece halter classes, with first place Bred and Owned winners eventually competing for
the AiBest Bred and Ownedo male and femal e Hua
Owned then have the opportunity to compete al
Choice Male and Female Huacaya and Suri in those shows with adequate numbers to hold this
award. The new Bred and Owned classes are considered optional classes and can be held at

any AOBA Certified Show.

The Bred and Owned class in other livestock show systems is considered to be a very prestigious
category, and excelling in this class distin
meaningful to a breeder than to be able to s
this beautyo?

In 2012 the AOBA Board asked the Show Rules Committee (SRC) to update and expand classes
currently offered at AOBA Certified Shows. As a result, in 2013 the production classes were
revised to divide classes into Light and Dar k
also spent on a long overdue overhaul of the Bred and Owned yearling class. There were myriads
of problems with this particular class, including that entry was limited to only one age group,
participation in the class had been on the decline for several years, and judging was redundant
because often these yearlings had already competed against some of the same yearlings in the
regular halter class. In aligning our alpaca show system with other long standing livestock show
systems, the SRC believes that the Bred and Owned class will someday hold a prestigious place
in the AOBA Show System. A winner of the nABH
best in the alpaca industry.

The inaugural, revised Bred and Owned classes started at the spring shows in 2013. Detailed
entry requirements can be found in the 2013 AOBA Show System Handbook (Page 55). Briefly,
an exhibitor can enter one entry per light and dark class in each age and gender per breed type.
The alpacas shown must be owned by the exhibitor and must be from dams that were owned by
the exhibitor at the time the dams were bred as evidenced on the ARI Registration Certificates.
Bred and Owned classes are now stand-alone classes, and alpacas entered in Bred and Owned
cannot compete in their respective full fleece halter class. However, they can enter any group
production class for which they are eligible. Added pluses for exhibitors are that it creates
additional entries to comprise their Production entries. Also, because Bred and Owned has the
same requirements as Breeders Best Three, it is a way for smaller sized breeding programs to
showcase the results of their breeding decisions if they do not have enough entries to put together
a solid Breeders Best Three class.

The Bred and Owned halter classes were created to recognize breeders for their excellent
breeding decisions. What better way to showcase your breeding program than to receive top
honors in these new classes? Why not give it a try?
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AlpacaMania 2013

http://lwww.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaHalterShow.asp

AOBA Certified Level I
Halter and Fleece Show.

Saturday Night Live Stud Auction  and dinner,
Silent Auction, photo contest

Halter Judge: Diana Timmerman
Fleece Judge: Amanda VandenBosch

October 12 -13, 2013
at The Expo, Central Point, Oregon

Early Bird Registration closes 9/3/2013
Early Bird bonus: Stall Fee $125 (after 9/3 $140)
Registration closes 9/24/2013

We are looking forward to seeing you at the show!

S(MA The Friendliest Alpaca Organization
ALPACAS

October 19-20, 2013

Nevada County Fairgrounds
Grass Valley, CA

AOBA Certified Show
Halter Judge: Stephanie Glyptis
Fleece Judge: Ken Hibbits
Spin-off Judge: Diane Hoschler

S

For additional information go to www.calpaca.org and look under events



http://www.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaHalterShow.asp
http://www.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaFleeceShow.asp
http://www.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaLiveStudAuction.asp
http://www.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaSilentAuction.asp
http://www.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaFiberArtsSale.asp
http://www.sojaa.com/AlpacaManiaSilentAuction.asp
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